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One of my all time favorite projects was
doing the book {and the box) accompanying
a video documenting the efforts made by the
emplovees of the Valaneo Aluminum
Company of Vancouver, Washington in
keeping their pots online during a flood
that turned the plant into an island.

Stopping production would have cost the
company thousands of dollars, so with some
of the funds saved, management gave cach
worker a commemorative edition along with a
wiy-to-go pat on the back.

I suggested this PR piece also be distributed
to those who had worried that Vanaleo had
no concern for the environment — namely,
the Columbia River.

I think the piece shows industry at it's best,
and I too was proud to be part of the
“Vanalco team.”
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Was the project worthwhile?

Shortly after this event the
one-plant company survived
an attempt of unionizing the
workforce.

And they were somehow
considered “different” than
then major alnminum
companics by those
supporting ripping out
dams on the Columbia to
save the salmon.

What really closed the doors
was a flood of subsidized
aluminum production from
overseas at the same time
Enron escalation of energy
prices made it impossible

to compete.




